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Welcome to 2025 
 
We’re off to a flying start with the first meeting at our 
new venue in Wickford (see website for the address). 
This is more convenient for most members. The internet 
is via cable rather than a hotspot so for the online 
audience the presentation was 100% clear and without 
drop-out. This last point is really valuable for our 
members who can’t make it through work, illness or 
distance, your TARG membership lets you watch online. 
 
We started with the EGM which, as promised, brought 
the Club constitution right up-to-date. Well done to the 
Committee in getting that sorted out.  
 
This was followed by the traditional January non-radio 
related presentation on Solar Observation and Imaging. 
We started with the obvious - don’t look directly at the 
sun with the naked eye. The simplest and cheapest way 
is with a school-days pinhole camera: 
 

 
 
Next steps include optical solar binoculars, digital 
telescopes or using the internet for close-up real time 
images. There were also astronomical tips on exhibitions 
in the area: Basildon for the Moon and Greenwich for the 
Sun. https://creativebasildon.co.uk/museum-of-the-
moon-basildon/) and https://ornc.org/whats-on/helios/ 
 

 

 
 

What’s Next? 
 

Every week (except the 5
th
 Friday in the month) we hold 

a net either on VHF or Digital. There are several Digital 
modes and TARG is looking at swapping between the 
current DMR and alternative modes to give members a 
broader experience. Taking part in Nets is one of the 
easiest ways for new members to get on air. 
 
The February Club meeting, also at Wickford, is for 
hands-on practical QSOs. Again, for newer members to 
the amateur radio this is what you pay your membership 
fee for: one-to-one tuition about getting on air. All you 
have to do is turn up. It isn’t just about the etiquette 
either, it how to set up the radio and the different options 
of antenna available.  
 

 
Picture shows club members testing a portable vertical HF 

antenna. A Mag loop may also be available in Feb. 

 

Airfields on the Air 
 
TARG will be collaborating with LEFARS (Loughton and 
Epping Forest Amateur Radio) for a weekend of 
operating at North Weald Airfield on 5

th
 and 6

th
 of April. 

We will be using the special event call sign: GB0NWA. 
 

 
 
Aside from the huge learning opportunity about setting 
up field radio, and knowing you are at an iconic historical 
location, these events are great fun and social 
occasions. More details will be given nearer the time.  

Bluesky member @gx0trg.bsky.social | non-member  https://bsky.app/profile/gx0trg.bsky.social 

https://creativebasildon.co.uk/museum-of-the-moon-basildon/
https://creativebasildon.co.uk/museum-of-the-moon-basildon/

