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Here we go again… 
 

The TARG newsletters usually come out after the 
first club meeting of the month – which, being the 
New Year, means the meeting has a non-radio 
theme. Everything was all lined up at an external 
venue when Storm Goretti decided to join in so we 
had to cancel. Nevertheless, thank you to Mike 
G8EFG for arranging the evening out.  
 
So here is what I did instead: 
 
Many amateur radios 
cover Air Band (RX 
only). I tuned in and 
listened to call signs 
and ID’d the aircraft 
with  FlightRadar24. I 
could track the plane 
for miles and only lost 
contact when they 
switched to the Tower.  
 
Then I switched over to HF, 40m, and got a strong 
signal from WA3FET in Pennsylvania. He 
acknowledged a UK call sign, so I tried to look 
them up on QRZ but their email was out of date: I 
wanted to know what power and type of antenna 
they were using as it wasn’t given in the QSO. 
 
Talking of Air Band; why do they use AM? A 
number of reasons, including, I learnt, if there are 
two callers on the same frequency then they can 
both be heard but with SSB only the stronger 
frequency will get through. 
 
I had a scan through the RSGB.org website and 
found some useful information on their “Operating” 
section. For example, they have an online Morse 
Code tester that sends out a stream of call signs at 
different speeds.  
 
So lots to do on a wet, windy evening with Radio. 
“What have you done with radio this week?” is a 
standard question the TARG Friday night net. We 
use FM some weeks and DMR on other weeks. If 
you are a TARG member but not been on the net 
for a while, then you are missing out.  

 
 

Boxing Day 
 
It was cold on Two 
Tree Island but TARG 
were there operating 
from the boot of a car 
getting contacts in 
Poland and Germany. 
At these events you 
learn the difference 
between radio theory 
and radio practice.  

 

TARG SDR 
 
We featured the access TARG members have to a 
SDR radio via the internet. This gives access to HF 
(and other bands and modes) for those who don’t 
yet own a sophisticated radio – and for those that 
do it gives a really convenient chance to test your 
transmissions. Sometimes you call out and get no 
answer, but with SDR you can hear yourself so at 
least you know your TX is working.  
 

Preparations Underway 
 

The TARG Diary page on the website lists the 
events coming up for 2026. They don’t just happen 
and are planned in advance. Already Andy, our 
Secretary, has obtained a NoV Licence to use 
“GB0NWA” at North Weald Airfield for dates in 
March and April. We’re at a slightly different 
location to last year but there will be so much to do.  
 

Inter-Club Networking 
 
It’s so often said that you can 
have the best radio in the 
world, but it’s useless without a 
good antenna. This is a where 
a Spectrum Analyser comes in 
useful. It is a device with a screen you plug into 
your antenna to ascertain all sorts of useful 
information. You adjust your antenna, watch the 
screen, and see how performance improves. 
Thurrock Acorns Amateur Radio are giving a live 
demo over Zoom on 15 January.  
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