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Christmas Present from TARG

There are many benefits of being a paid-up (£20pa)
member of TARG — not least of which is having a pool of
knowledgeable and friendly colleagues to answer
questions and provide technical support.

And now there is an extra bonus. Exclusive access to
our very own Web-SDR. This is a real-time Online
Amateur Radio so you can listen in to transmissions and
understand, through experience, practical radio skills:

e The vagaries of preparation (why some frequencies
only work at certain times of day),

e A visual understanding of bandwidth where you see
the chosen frequency jump between LSB, lower
sideband and USB, upper side band.

e See boundaries of Amateur Frequencies and what’s
either side of them.

e Operate a range of different modes (AM, FM, CW,
SSB) and grasp why the radio won’t work unless the
right mode is selected.

At the club meeting on Fri 5 Dec at 8pm (in person and
online) there will be a practical demonstration of how it
works, what all the buttons do, and how to get your
exclusive TARG members-only password. This
understanding will really help you when it comes to
buying your own Amateur Radio for transmissions.

What’s New for 2026

The November AGM was very efficient and, as it should
be, over in 15 minutes. This bears testimony to the hard
work by the committee behind the scenes in making
sure the club is fit for purpose and working towards a
common objective.

You may have seen that Maggie M7LCF has, once
again, got TARG mentioned in RadCom. It isn’t just a
case of submitted “anything” — it has to be good enough
to compete with the activities of other clubs to deserve
the space on the magazine pages.

The planning programme for 2026 is underway, here is a
taste of what to expect:

e Continuation of regular weekly nets on FM and DMR

to promote operating etiquette.

Many more field days to improve skills.

Public engagement as festivals and shows.

Working with sister clubs, like EssexCW and Acorns.

Presentations to educate members on skills they

may not necessarily use themselves but now have

an insight that would otherwise be missed.

e Foundation Training Course for the summer.

e Mentoring to help candidates get their next level of
Licence (Intermediate and Full).
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