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TARG February Meeting 
 

ailing to prepare is to prepare to fail – as they 
say. Preparation is the key to all TARG 
presentations. Operating Amateur Radio 

Satellites is well within the capacity of any Licensed 
Radio Ham – even the foundation licence gives 
sufficient power to make contact and all you need 
is to know what to do. That was the topic of the in-
person and online presentation in February at our 
Wickford Premises. 
 

 
 
Andrew M0IXY prepared a Powerpoint presentation 
to cover the basics and brought a load of 
equipment which he assembled at the club for the 
benefit of attendees. Rather than just seeing 
pictures on the screen you could see and touch the 
actual equipment being used. This gave a visceral 
appreciation of the size and complexity (or not) of 
the stages involved. 
 
Of particular interest were the “compromises” 
involved (a familiar concept in amateur radio) 
between the theoretical perfect set up compared to 
a practical one depending on what equipment you 
have at your disposal. You may be familiar with the 
“arrow” handheld antenna (in the picture) to follow 
the satellite across the sky, but did know you may 
also need to twist it and quickly change the 
frequency on your radio to get best reception? 

 
 

TARG March Meeting  
 

ssex CW have kindly offered to assist in a 
TARG-specific evening of Morse Code (CW) 
on Friday 6 March at 8pm at our Wickford 

Premises. There will be a practical workshop aimed 
at both newcomers and more experienced 
operators who would like to develop their CW skills. 
We will have six sets of keys and headphones for 
newcomers but the more experienced will need to 
bring their own key and headphones, both of which 
will need to be fitted with 3.5mm jacks or adaptors. 
 

 
Photo of EssexCW ‘Boot Camp’ Training Day. 

 
We will get to use the Morse Code training 
equipment used by Essex CW at their annual “Boot 
Camp”. It allows for everyone sitting around the 
table to take part in a real life QSO – and have a 
load of fun in the process. To make the most of this 
unique opportunity you really need to be there in 
person. Thank you to Steve G4OCP and EssexCW 
for arranging it.  
 

What Else is TARG Doing? 
  

heck out of the Diary Page on our website 
for a full list of activities from weekly nets to 
help with etiquette to practical field days. 

Remember that TARG can only flourish with the 
active participation of our members.  
 
The nets, talks and hands-on demos are not for the 
benefit of the people leading them, they are for you 
our members to help you grow in your skills and 
knowledge. The key to success is participation by 
attending in person, or at least online, and we look 
forward to seeing you there.  
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